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Stonewall Community Foundation Remembers 
Paula Louise Ettelbrick 

 
 

New York, NY (Friday, October 7, 2011) Paula Ettelbrick, a pioneering LGBTQ rights crusader and 
immediate past Executive Director of the Stonewall Community Foundation, died this morning, 
Friday, October 7, 2011 surrounded by friends and family after a heroic battle with ovarian cancer.  
  
As a lifelong advocate for LGBTQ people across the globe, Paula will always be remembered for her 
leadership roles at Lambda Legal, the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission 
and the Stonewall Community Foundation.   
  

Paula, Stonewall's first female Executive Director, launched Out In Front New York, a 
comprehensive training initiative for LGBTQ non-profit leaders and board members, and laid the 
groundwork for the Foundation's newest giving circle, Stonewall Professional Alliance, a program 
which combines monthly giving with community service.  Paula championed expanding 
programming and reaffirming the role of the Stonewall Community Foundation as a thought leader 
for New York City's LGBTQ community.  In the words of Matthew Ryan, Stonewall Community 
Foundation President of the Board of Directors, "Paula Ettlebrick has been a champion for our 
community for decades. Stonewall benefitted tremendously over the past year from her historic 
perspective and her unique talent in bringing people together. Both the Stonewall membership and 
the New York City LGBTQ organizations that Stonewall supports offer our deepest condolences to 
her family and friends."       
  
Paula spent her life working to address the critical issues facing the LGBTQ community.  From 1986 
through 1993, Paula was an early staff attorney and Legal Director at Lambda Legal.  Paula's 
leadership in working to reform family policy law led to significant strides for LGBTQ families across 
the country and helped make Lambda Legal the nation's leading LGBTQ legal advocacy group.  
After Lambda Legal, Paula held positions at the National Center for Lesbian Rights, the Empire 
State Pride Agenda and the National Lesbian and Gay Task Force.  At the International Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights Commission, Paula served as Executive Director from 2003 to 2009 and 
challenged human rights abuses and discrimination worldwide.  Paula taught courses on the law and 
sexuality at Barnard, Columbia Law School, the University of Michigan Law School, New York 
University School of Law and Wayne State University.   As a professor and widely cited author, 
Paula's significant contribution to feminist and queer academia promises to continue inspiring 
students for generations to come.  
  

In late August, Paula announced she'd be stepping down from her post as Executive Director at 
Stonewall due to her ongoing battle with cancer.  In the words of Interim Executive Director, Richard 
Burns, "There are countless LGBTQ citizens around the world whose lives are better today because 



of Paula.  Paula was a passionate and powerful advocate for all LGBTQ New Yorkers and a true 
friend.  At Stonewall, we're grateful for all she did for the foundation and we'll miss her greatly."     
  

A memorial service will be announced at a later date.  
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About Stonewall Community Foundation: 
Stonewall Community Foundation is the public charity for New York City's lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) community.   
Since 1990, the Foundation has invested more than $15 million in over 450 organizations via our donor 
advised funds and annual grant making.  The Foundation inspires social change through strategic 
initiatives designed to engage the community, empower our leaders and invest in grassroots LGBTQ 
organizations across the five boroughs. 
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